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NEWS
This month we had another fantastic annual Youth Alpha
night away at Shalom Campsite, with guest speaker
Augustine Mahlangu. Augustine is the pastor of Church of
Christ Cowdray Park in Bulawayo and he is a firm favourite
with our apprentices. The apprentices enjoyed a night
away from Ebenezer and had plenty of fun on the horses,
zip-line and waterslide. It was wonderful to have an
extended time to worship, hear God’s word and pray
together. As always, this was an incredibly meaningful time
for many apprentices and has opened up many good
ongoing conversations.

Building on two staff houses has continued with the hope
that one family will be able to move into their house in
October. Now that thatching grass has become readily
available we have also resumed work on the re-thatching
of our Dining Hall. In other building news, we have now
completed the ablutions block for male staff and
foundations have been dug for our new stores.

Our Sister2Sister program has been going well with
fortnightly presentations and discussions engaging the
majority of our female apprentices. The complementary
ManToMan sessions have introduced some interesting
discussion subjects such as, “Is marrying a career woman a
good or bad thing?”

Exciting steps have been taken in the past month to get
Ebenezer Zambia up and running! There has been a lot of
interest in our first course which will be starting on 2nd
November and applications are beginning to come in.
There is already 7 hectares of crop in the ground and 8
chicken houses housing 5000 birds each! We are delighted
to have welcomed Reouhidi and Michelle Ndjerareou to
Livingstone from the States, who will be overseeing
Ebenezer Livingstone as we get started!

CROPPING
26.5 hectares currently under
irrigation

Green Maize
Water Melon
Pasture
Butternut

Tomato

Exciting news in September was running our centre pivot
for the first time! There were lots of challenges installing it
but it is now watering and we are looking forward to
planting potatoes under it in early October!
September has continued to be a busy month for our
pecan team as we finished the planting of 2500 trees. 660
were planted at Ebenezer and the remainder with farmers
in the community. Many of the trees have already started
budding and growing. With these trees planted, we are
now preparing beds in the pecan nursery to plant seed.
The tomatoes in Green House 1 are nearly ready for
harvest and we are pleased with how they have grown. In
Green House 2 we have now planted cucumbers alongside
our peppers.
In September we planted 2.5 hectares of tomato, 4
hectares of butternut, 2 hectares of green maize and 1
hectare of water melon. We have planted sun flowers
among our water melon and butternut to attract bees and
therefore hopefully increase pollination.
We also harvested 9227 bunches of onions and 450 heads
of cabbage in September.

LIVESTOCK
The broiler chicks placed in August have grown well and
will be going to the abattoir in early October. The mortality
rate on this batch has been pleasingly low (3.6%) and six
second year apprentices have done well in managing the
batch with some help from a few first year apprentices.

In September our dairy produced 11,381 of saleable milk.
We had 39 cows in production who produced an average
of 11.3 litres of milk per cow per day.

We are really pleased with the progress of our young
heifers born in 2019. There are 29 of them in total. And our
dairy continues to grow - in September 3 of our 2018
heifers gave birth to three female calves.

With our dairy manager on leave this month, dairy coach
Nokuthula has done an excellent job of running the dairy
throughout September.

Work on layer house 4 continues with the poles and the
steel for the roofing structure having been erected, the
water system being installed and the floor levelled. We
have however continued to struggle with the theft of birds
and eggs from our layer houses throughout September.

The lay rates across our layer houses improved in
September with the overall number of eggs increased as
the layer house 1 flock came into lay. In total we produced
396,031 eggs over the month.

Our free range SASSO chickens based at the dairy continue
to thrive. We are enjoying eating the males and we now
have 99 females who are 22 weeks old and starting to lay.
We are currently getting about 34 eggs per day, but that
number should increase as the birds mature.

